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Global investments across sectors 0.1% and 
0.16% of GDP invested in agriculture sector 



The change that is needed will first start with eac h of us…

….then as a group of like minded we need to:

• take a medium and long, holistic, multifunctional and 
systemic view in addressing the challenges 

• invest more in R&D, education (farmers & consumers ) 
• keep the focus on the finality of agriculture and food 

systems: health (4H), equity and cultural diversity  
• support changes in governance (be active in policy  
design to turn the table on perverse subsidies and favor a 
true food pricing policy) 
• Support investments in enabling conditions

……via IAASTD I and II informed policies
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Rio 1992 to 2012 (milestones)

1992: Agenda 21 provides a comprehensive action program to attain 
sustainable development and address both environmental and 
developmental issues in an integrated manner at global, national 
and local levels. ����Chapter 14 of Agenda 21 recognizes and 
confirms the importance of the sustainable agricult ure and 
rural development (SARD) concept

2002: Ten years later, IAASTD (MDGs 2000)

2012: Twenty years later we have overall little to show for , with two 
food crises and a third one hitting the Horn of Africa.

Agriculture / food system are at the core not only of a green economy 
and also of sustainable and equitable development, two areas that 
have badly under-performed since Rio 1992
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UNCSD in Rio 2012 should 

1. Ensure that agriculture in all its dimensions 
is a core issue at the UNCSD in Rio +20 and
subsequently in global policy and practice 
(IAASTD II, links to CFS, GFAR, ?)

1. Give strong and increasing support to small 
scale, agroecological and other forms of 
sustainable, ecological food production

1. Regulate, encourage and support the 
transformation of industrial and other forms 
of unsustainable agriculture
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Thank you



20 policies Rio+20 can adopt immediately

Policies to deal with the past and present food cri sis:

1. Restore public support for agriculture to addres s the food crisis. 

2. Convert “land-grabs” to peasants’ fields. 

3. Convert biofuel land to food. 

4. Secure sufficient, nutritious and appropriate fo od for at least 9 

billion people by 2050. 

5. Adopt policies that reduce soil erosion to prote ct long-term food 

security. 

6. Reduce crop losses. 



20 policies Rio+20 can adopt immediately

Policies to transform the food chain into a food we b:

7. Strengthen the food web and break up the food ch ain.

8. Advance the rights of women food producers: 

9. Diversify food processing and retailing. 

10. Ban Terminator-type agricultural technologies. 

11. Reduce freshwater waste in food and beverage pr ocessing 

industries. 



20 policies Rio+20 can adopt immediately

Policies to shrink agriculture’s environmental foot print 
and improve health:

12. Improve health and reduce environmental damage.  

13. Reduce OECD meat and dairy consumption. 

14. Eliminate waste and environmental devastation i n the fisheries 

industry. 

15. Strengthen urban and peri-urban food systems. 



20 policies Rio+20 can adopt immediately

Policies to encourage innovation and diversificatio n in 
the food web:

16. Support in situ peasant conservation strategies . 

17. Encourage breeding and production of underutili zed crops. 

18. Restructure research priorities to support peas ant breeding. 

19. Promote resilient livestock breeds and species diversity; and re-

introduce traditional and local animals on farms. 

20. Conserve and promote marine and freshwater fish ing. 


